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REZER

The Impact of the EU Net Zero Industry Act on China and
Countermeasures for China

LI Sigi JIN Yangkai

( University of International Business and Economics)

Abstract; The growing concern over climate change and the significant increase in clean energy investment
around the world have led to intensifying competition in the green industry. Under this background, the European
Union (EU) has proposed the Net Zero Industry Act (NZIA), which aims to enhance the competitiveness of the
EU’s net—zero technologies, strengthen EU’s manufacturing capacity of clean energy, and reduce the high depend-
ency on third country supply chains. This paper analyzes the policy objectives and focuses of the NZIA, examines
the controversy inside the EU over its adoption into law and the potential violation of WTO rules, and discusses the
shortening and inward-looking tendency of the global energy supply chain. Then, based on the NZIA’s goals of
manufacturing localization and supply chain diversification, the paper evaluates NZIA’s potential impact on the de-
velopment of China’s energy technology and industry as well as Chinese enterprises’ investment in Europe, and ana-
lyzes the subsidy race for green industries that it may trigger. Ultimately, it is recommended that China should uti-
lize its technological leadership and cost advantages, accelerate the globalization of its industries, support domestic
industries in consistent with WTO rules, and take trade countermeasures against the EU’s policies when necessary.

Keywords: Net Zero Industry Act; net zero technology; clean energy; EU; China

JEL Classification: F13, F21, L38, L50, 025
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Enlightenment of DEPA Rules on Customs Administration of Digital

Trade and China’s Countermeasures

WANG Min
(Shanghai Customs College)

Abstract: The Digital Economy Partnership Agreement ( DEPA) is the world’s first regional agreement on dig-
ital economy. China’s application to join DEPA shows China’s determination to actively integrate into high—standard
rules in the field of digital trade, and the expansion of DEPA will also have a positive impact on reaching digital trade
rules under the WTO framework. Customs, as the intersection hub in the domestic and international circulations, has
an important position in the administration of digital trade. At present, there are controversies among countries ( re-
gions) in the world about the objects and scope of customs administration in digital trade, and at the same time, dig-
ital trade is a challenge to the traditional functions of customs such as smuggling detection, tax collection, customs
clearance administration, etc. The DEPA rules are instructive for China’s customs to optimize risk management, tax
collection and customs clearance facilitation measures, and will help China to accelerate the construction of a customs
regulatory mechanism that is adapted to the high—quality development of digital trade. In order to further promote the
security and convenience of digital trade, China should optimize the top—level design of digital trade, clarify the au-
thority of customs administration of digital trade; empower the “whole chain” of governance with technology, and
build a smart customs that is compatible with the administration of digital trade; deepen the interoperability of customs
digital technology, and improve the effectiveness of multi—faceted international cooperation.

Keywords: DEPA ; digital trade; customs administration; RCEP; CPTPP

JEL Classification: F13, K33, 057
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