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Neighboring Effect and Import Decision of Enterprises
LIU Bin ZHAO Xiaofei

Abstract: Based on the theoretical model of import neighboring effect, this paper
used the data of import enterprises of China’s customs from 2000 to 2006 to examine the
impact of the neighboring effect on enterprises” import decisions. The results show that,
first of all, the neighboring effect has a significant impact on enterprises” import decision.
The more the number of neighboring import enterprises is, the greater the probability that
the potential importers start importing. Secondly, from the perspective of the scope of the
neighboring effect, only if the neighborhood effect is beyond a certain space range can
show the spatial distance attenuation feature. The prefecture-devel city is the best scope of
the neighboring effect. From the initial import of enterprises, the neighboring effect on the
import of enterprises is not significant. In a sense, the neighboring effect is only reflected
in the enterprises” import decision, and does not affect the enterprises” first-year import.
From the perspective of the role of leading enterprises, the existence of leading enterprises
in neighbors greatly promotes the import probability of potential enterprises.

Keywords: Neighboring Effect; Number of Enterprises; Import Decisions
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