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Empirical Research on the Trade Inhibition Effect of the
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Abstract: This article conducts empirical research on the trade impact and heterogeneity of restrictive measures in
digital services trade. It was found that the implementation of restrictions on digital services trade in economies will have
an inhibitory effect on both the import and export of digital services and the inhibitory effect on exports is more
significant than imports. If the economy can create a good “soft environment for network development” ( supporting
business innovation and implementing rational supervision of technology use and creation) then its digital trade entities
will be better able to cross digital trade barriers. Compared with rural areas the higher levels of access and application
of Information and Communication Technologies( ICT) urban trade subjects have the more likely to break relevant
restrictions thereby weakening the export restraint effect of digital service trade barriers. According to research
conclusions this paper believes that in order to reduce or even correct the trade distortion effect caused by strict trade

restrictions it is necessary for the economy to set an reasonable policy space meanwhile it need to design related
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measures to improve the complete level of network development. In order to help rural areas overcome trade barriers and

benefit more from digital services trade economies should pay attention to narrowing and bridging the gap between urban

and rural areas while promoting the construction of network infrastructure and cultivating the application capacity of

related technologies.
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