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China’ s Developing Country Status in the Multilateral Trading System:
A Ciritical Analysis from Historical Practical and
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(1. East China University of Science and Technology Shanghai 200237 China; 2. The University of New South
Wales Sydney 2052  Australia; 3. University of International Business and Economics Beijing 100029 China)

Abstract: Issues concerning developing country status have provoked heated debate in the international
community and have become one of the major topics in the current discussions on the WTO reform. Since
the WTO does not provide a clear definition of “developing country” some developed members have been
challenging the so-called “self-declaration” approach whereby countries may declare to be developing coun—
tries in practice. While as many as 155 special and differential treatment ( SDT) provisions currently apply
to the developing countries a majority of them are merely “best endeavours” clauses. Whether China
should remain a developing country in the WTO is a matter both of fact and law which has far—+eaching im—
plications. Some developed economies attempt to compel China to give up its status as a developing country
the nature of which lies in maintaining their dominant positions in the international economic legal order.
However given the fact that China remains in the crucial stage of economic development it is important for
China to insist on its developing country status to garner the support of the developing world. Giving up such
a status does not guarantee any recognition from those developed countries and may have adverse impacts on
China’ s role and activities in other international organizations and international affairs. In the meantime
however maintaining this status does not necessarily mean that China needs to retain all the rights and pref-
erential treatment to which other developing members may be entitled in the WTO. Instead it is advisable
for China to demonstrate certain flexibilities in future negotiations. This would allow China to remain a re—
sponsible stakeholder in international economic regulation and governance

Key words: WTO; developing country status; special and differential treatment ( SDT)



