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Pilot Free Trade Zones (Ports): Exploration of Institutional Opening-up in Digital Service Trade
Zhou Nianli', Liao Ning', Gao Liang?
(1. University of International Business and Economics, Beijing 100029; 2. Beijing Center for International Exchange and

Technical Cooperation in Traditional Chinese Medicine, Beijing 101160)

Abstract: Against the backdrop of the accelerated global development of the digital economy, promoting the institutional opening—up of digital
service trade by aligning with international rules has become a crucial pathway for China to establish a new, higher—level open economic system.
As experimental fields for institutional innovation in China, Free Trade Zones (Ports) can conduct pioneering explorations in the following aspects.
First, define the scope of digital service trade and identify key areas for opening—up based on the central product classification system. Second, make
commitments regarding the opening—up of digital services by adopting a negative list management model that conforms to international practices. Third,
faithfully fulfill the obligation of “no local data storage requirements” to decouple the opening—up of Mode 1 and Mode 3 digital service models. Fourth,
enhance China’ s capacity to implement reasonable, fair, and transparent domestic regulations for digital service trade. Fifth, recognize the departmental
heterogeneity of the “key points” and “focal points” in the opening—up of digital services. Sixth, comprehensively consider hoth general and sector—
specific rules governing digital service trade to make precise opening—up commitments. Seventh, clarify the regulatory objectives of “data security”
and “industrial security” in the opening—up of digital service trade, and establish ex—post regulatory systems, including mechanisms for cross—horder
data flows and emergency safeguards for digital service trade. Eighth, emphasize the strengthening of digital intellectual property protection systems and
the establishment of statistical systems for digital service trade.

Key words: Digital Service Trade; Services Industry Opening—up; Institutional Opening—up
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