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A Preliminary Study and Trial Analysis on the Calculation Method
of China’s Digital Content Trade

Zhou Nianli Meng Ke Jia Huaiqin

Abstract: In recent years, with the rapid development and intensive application of digital technology
and national strategies, China’s digital content trade has developed rapidly. However, due to various
constraints, research and practical exploration in the statistics of digital content trade remain inadequate.
This paper attempts to define the concept of digital content trade, drawing on UNCTAD’s estimation of
China’s digital content export scale based on China-Customs-Data. Additionally, this paper calibrates the
estimates using the “cross-border delivery scale of digital content apps” provided by the third-party mobile
application data platform “Data.ai”. By utilizing both China-Customs-Data and Data.ai platform data, the
paper aims to measure the scale of China’s digital content exports in a complementary manner to ensure the
credibility and accuracy of the results. Based on the calibrated results, the study finds that China’s digital
content exports have shown significant growth overall, with robust growth across various types of digital
content (such as videos, books, music, and games). Beijing, Shanghai, Guangdong, and Fujian are the major
province for China’s digital content exports, while the United States, Japan, and European countries are the

primary target markets. Based on these findings, the paper proposes a series of policy recommendations
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from the perspectives of “advancing China’s digital content trade statistics” and “promoting the
development of China’s digital content trade”.
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