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Recent Trends and Implications of U.S. De Minimis Rule and China’s
Countermeasures
QIN Ruobing CUI Nanchen LIU Bin
Abstract: After returning to the White House in 2025, Donald Trump revoked the de

minimis exemption for low—value Chinese shipments through executive order, ostensibly
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in the name of strengthening import regulation. Consistent with the global trend toward
tighter tax enforcement on cross—border e—commerce, the U.S. policy adjustment stands
out for its rapid implementation, stringent enforcement, and a clearer focus on China rela -
tive to other economies. This move aimed to protect domestic industries, preserve em -
ployment, increase tarift revenues, and serve as a new tool of pressure against China. As the
largest overseas market for China’s cross—border e—commerce retail exports, the end of the
de minimis exemption in the U.S. not only directly undermines the competitiveness of
Chinese exports to the U.S., but also causes structural shifts in China’s export patterns and
triggers other countries to adopt similar measures, thereby causing a domino eftect that fur -
ther disrupts China’s exports. Short—term uncertainty persists over how tarifts will be ap -
plied following the elimination of the de minimis exemption due to ongoing litigation
challenging tariffs imposed under IEEPA. However, the One Big Beautiful Bill Act has
formally confirmed that the de minimis entry privilege for commercial shipments from all
countries will be eliminated, effective July 1, 2027. China needs to prepare proactively by
strengthening trade—supporting policies, diversifying export markets, and accelerating the
transition toward brand—oriented internationalization.

Keywords: Cross—Border E—Commerce Tax Policies; De Minimis Exemptions;

China—US Economic and Trade Relations; China’s Countermeasures
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