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Intellectual Property Protection and Digital Content
Export: Evidence from Game Apps

Zhou Nianli' Meng Ke” and Yu Meiyue’
(1. China Institute for WTO Studies, University of International Business and Economics,
Beijing 100029, China; 2. Postdoctoral Research Station, Guosen Securities, Shenzhen
518046, China; 3. Postdoctoral Research Station, China Galaxy Securities, Beijing 100073,
China)

Abstract: The digital content contains the dual value attributes of "commercial" and "cul-
tural". It is not only the core new growth point of digital trade, but also an important means
to enhance the country's cultural soft power. How should China effectively promote its own
digital content exports? Due to the outstanding characteristics of "easy to reproduce” and
"easy to spread", the digital content industry often faces serious intellectual property in-
fringement problems. Therefore, it is particularly critical for the government to actively
adopt intellectual property protection measures for the development of the digital content in-
dustry. This paper takes the establishment of the intellectual property court as a policy
impact, and through the DID method, finds that the digital content downloads of enter-
prises located in the city intellectual property court increase by 30.7% and the number of ac-
tive users increases by 8.1%. In the heterogeneity test, this paper further indicates that the
establishment of intellectual property courts will promote the flow of digital content to coun-
tries with a similar cultural distance to China and will encourage higher-quality digital con-
tent exports while improving the motivation of enterprises to innovate and create, and curb-
ing the production of low-quality content, leading to the "good money drives out bad
money" effect. After a series of tests such as double robust DID, factor-augmented model,
excluding large enterprises, and replacing explained variables, the conclusion still holds.
Finally, this paper verifies that the establishment of intellectual property courts can promote
the export of digital content mainly through two paths: "directly encouraging enterprise in-
novation" and "indirectly causing industry clustering and realizing knowledge spillover ef-
fect".
Keywords: Digital Content Export; Digital Culture Industry; Intellectual Property Protec-
tion; DID Method
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